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Part to deal only with historic districts or landmarks respectively, (ii) a planning agency 
board established pursuant to this Article, or (iii) a community appearance commission 
established pursuant to Part 7 of this Article. In order for a commission or board other 
than the preservation commission to be designated, at least three of its members shall 
have demonstrated special interest, experience, or education in history, architecture, or 
related fields. At the discretion of the municipality the ordinance may also provide that 
the preservation commission may exercise within a historic district any or all of the 
powers of a planning agency board or a community appearance commission. 

A county and one or more cities in the county may establish or designate a joint 
preservation commission. If a joint commission is established or designated, the county 
and cities involved shall determine the residence requirements of members of the joint 
preservation commission." 

SECTION 13. G.S. 160A-400.14(a) reads as rewritten: 
"(a) An application for a certificate of appropriateness authorizing the relocation, 

demolition or destruction of a designated landmark or a building, structure or site within 
the district may not be denied except as provided in subsection (c). However, the 
effective date of such a certificate may be delayed for a period of up to 365 days from 
the date of approval. The maximum period of delay authorized by this section shall be 
reduced by the commission where it finds that the owner would suffer extreme hardship 
or be permanently deprived of all beneficial use of or return from such property by 
virtue of the delay. During such period the preservation commission shall negotiate with 
the owner and with any other parties in an effort to find a means of preserving the 
building or site. If the preservation commission finds that a building or site within a 
district has no special significance or value toward maintaining the character of the 
district, it shall waive all or part of such period and authorize earlier demolition, or 
removal. 

If the commission or planning agency board has voted to recommend designation of 
a property as a landmark or designation of an area as a district, and final designation has 
not been made by the local governing board, the demolition or destruction of any 
building, site, or structure located on the property of the proposed landmark or in the 
proposed district may be delayed by the commission or planning agency board for a 
period of up to 180 days or until the local governing board takes final action on the 
designation, whichever occurs first." 

SECTION 14. The provisions of this act shall not be deemed to repeal or 
amend the validity or enforceability of any local act or charter provision previously 
enacted by the General Assembly. 

SECTION 15. This act becomes effective January 1, 2006. 
In the General Assembly read three times and ratified this the 24th day of 

August, 2005. 
Became law upon approval of the Governor at 1:51 p.m. on the 22nd day of 

September, 2005. 


